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Thank you Madam Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Pennines Township. 
 
Highways 
 
The Highways Service has continued through the Highway Investment Programme (HIP) to deliver 
schemes that will improve traffic flow through the Pennines villages. We are continuing with the 
Elizabethan Way Cycle scheme and signalisation over the next 6 months.  
 
Community Safety 
 
We are currently busy preparing for the annual Crucial Crew event that is held for four weeks in the 
Autumn. Crucial Crew is a series of workshops for year 6 students passing on advice on things like 
stranger danger, implications of anti – social behaviour, using public transport safely and many other 
aspects of staying safe whilst growing up.  Over 1000 pupils will be attending the event from across 
the Borough. 
To coincide with the Tour De France we held a Cycle Theft Prevention Day on the Butts in 
Rochdale. Cyclists were invited to bring their bike down and get it securely marked, we also 
provided some free locks together with some general crime prevention advice.  
The school summer holidays are a busy time for the Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour Officers. ASB 
traditionally rises during this period and we are out and about addressing issues such as, ball 
games In the street, neighbour disputes arising from things such as BBQ’s, outside parties and 
general inconsiderate behaviour. These can sometimes be complex issues that require a range of 
skills to resolve.  
Routine anti-social behaviour case work continues dealing with issues predominately in the private 
rented sector. 
 
Libraries 
 
Libraries are being used across the Pennines Township as venues, particularly to support 
customers in the following priority areas: Health and Wellbeing; skills, jobs and business support; 
reading and literacy; digital inclusion; early years and stronger families; preventing social isolation – 
particularly with the elderly. 
Every library in the township offers free Internet access and Smallbridge, Milnrow and Littleborough 
offer Wi-fi to customers. Wi-Fi will be installed at Smithybridge Library and Wardle Library by the 
end of the year, meaning it is at every library in the township.  The library service has developed an 
innovative initiative with the Department for Work and Pensions, jointly running monthly sessions in 
Smallbridge library for jobseekers – improving their IT skills and employability, and helping them 
with the UniversalJobMatch site.   
Smallbridge Library, Wardle Library and Littleborough Library all gained Township funding to run 
very successful Tour De France themed events in July. 
700 children across the borough took part in the Mythical Maze – this year’s Summer Reading 
Challenge– with an impressive 45% finishing the challenge of reading six books over the summer 
holidays. Now in its 15

th
 year, the Summer Reading Challenge has proven that practice makes 

perfect, by encouraging children to read over the long holidays they retain the literacy skills learnt at 
school and don’t take a backward step when they return to school in September.  
Rochdale Literature Festival is taking place throughout October 2014, culminating on the main 
festival weekend of 24-26 October. Acts include playwright Willy Russell, singer-songwriter Lucy 
Spraggan, renowned poet Jackie Kay, poet and broadcaster Ian Macmillan, BBC Breakfast 
presenter Bill Turnbull.  To promote the festival and engage children with reading, class visits are 
taking place to several of the Townships libraries in October. Other events in the Township include 
“Whatever the Weather” at the M6 Studio and an event with Author Anne Pelham at “Fresh from the 
Studio” in Littleborough. 
 



Youth Service 
 
During the summer the Youth Service in the Pennines was busy delivering a packed programme of 
activities and trips.  These included swimming sessions, kayaking, Blackpool Pleasure Beach and 
sporting activities. 
The theme for this quarter was ‘safe for summer’ and young people attended educational sessions 
on how to stay safe around water, safety at night, road safety, drug and alcohol awareness and 
sexual health awareness. 
Detached workers had a presence in Hare Hill Park and Milnrow Memorial Park and other hot spot 
areas identified by the Police and Community Safety.  
The Mobile Bus remains in the Pennines in Belfield and regular youth sessions have taken place in 
Smallbridge Library, Littleborough Sports Centre and Milnrow Youth Club. 
A new youth forum has started to meet at Wardle Academy and the Forums in Smallbridge and 
Milnrow are looking at projects related to health and well-being assisted by an arts worker with a 
view of producing a piece of work that can be displayed at a special Arts and Health Conference at 
Number One Riverside in February. 
Youth groups in the Pennines are also planning to research information on the First World War and 
are hoping to plan a Community Event with Pennines Township.    
 
Community News 
 
Armed Forces Fund 
Two projects have been funded recently from this fund; display boards have been purchased as part 
of WW1 commemoration project involving local schools. Pupils work will be displayed in local 
churches in the lead up to and during Remembrance Sunday, this will happen for the next four 
years. Work has recently been approved for much needed maintenance on Wardle Memorial, the 
work will include re gilding of all the letters as the engravings, over time, have become difficult to 
read. 
 
Band Contest 
Pennines Township has recently funded a Brass Band Contest that will take place next year prior to 
the hugely popular Saddleworth Whit Friday contests. The event will be hosted by Milnrow Cricket 
Club and will be the prequel to the main contest allowing several local brass bands to compete in a 
march contest almost as a final rehearsal before Whit Friday. It is envisaged that the event will grow 
from strength to strength and will become an annual event that the community will be involved with. 
 
Community Cohesion Event 
The last of the Township funded Smallbridge and Firgrove Community Cohesion events have taken 
place at Meadowfield Community Centre. The event was really well attended and received great 
feedback from the local community. The event helped to bring together different areas of the 
community to engage in positive activities.  
 
Remembrance Sunday 
Funding has been approved to provide a wreath for each of the schools, primary and secondary, 
within Pennines Township. Schools are invited to lay a wreath, on Remembrance Sunday, at their 
local war memorial to honour those who served and fought for their country. Youth groups across 
the Pennines have also been invited to take part.  
 
Rush Bearing  
The annual Rush Bearing Festival took place in July; the event takes place in Littleborough over 
three days, the attractions include traditional clog and morris dancing, folk music, dancing and stalls, 
and culminates in the rush bearing cart procession into Littleborough Square. The event has great 
community spirit and is enjoyed by people of all ages from far and wide. 
 

Councillor Aftab Hussain 
Pennines Township Chair 
 
Thank you Madam Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township 
 
 


